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ill which it is not only expedient but neces-
sary ; but as a general rule, we consider it
should be avoided. No one can read of the
repeated journeyings of poor Samuel Reeves
from doctor to doctor, from his own house to
Powick, and from Powick to St. John’s, and
back again, without pitying his condition.
The conduct of Mr. Henry Herbert in this
case, where we can see little to commend but
a great deal to censure throughout, appears
to have been compassionate and kindly, and
stands out in very favourable relief from the
selfishness by which it would seem to have
been surrounded. As we shall no doubt
hear more on the subject from some quarter
or other, we suspend any further observa-
tions for the present.- Worcester Chronicle,
Jan. 19.
DERBY GENERAL INFIRMARY.
ASCITES.
MICHAEL BEAHAN, admitted an in-patient
under the care of Dr. Heygate, Sept. 20th,
1841, is a labourer at the gas-works ; thirty-
two years of age ; has had very good health
all his life, until he met with a severe attack
of syphilis about two years ago, of which the
secondary symptoms were very severe, and
lasted about twelve months. About this
time (January, 1841,) he perceived a swell-
ing in his. legs, and soon afterwards in the
abdomen, which gradually increased until Ihe came into the hospital, and was much ag-
gravated by habitual intemperance. ’
The symptoms now are, confirmed ascites,
with slight oedema of the legs ; tongue
loaded ; pulse quick, with dyspnoea, &c. ;
countenance very anxious, and much re-
duced in flesh. Common diet. To rub into
the abdomen half an ounce of mercurial lini-
ment every night. To take one drachm of
compound jalap powder every morning, and
two ounces of compound decoction of broom
three times a-day.
25. Symptoms essentially the same, and
the man having expressed a wish to have the
fluid evacuated from the abdomen, paracen-
tesis was performed this morning by Mr.
Johnson. Eight quarts of clear fluid, which,
on the application of tests, exhibited a very
copious albuminous precipitate, were with-
drawn ; gums surcharged with mercury.
Omit medicine.
27. On carefully examining the abdomen?
no enlargement was found in any of the ab-
dominal viscera. Take iodide of potassium
one drachm ; tincture of squill and distilled
water, of each one ounce : to take two tea-
spoonfuls three times a-day. To take one
drachm of compound jalap powder every
other day. To rub into the abdomen one
drachm of iodide of potassium ointment night
and morning.
Oct. 6. No impression made upon the
kidneys, which have scarcely secreted at all
since he came into the house, and what little
secretion there is, is high coloured, of a thick
grumous character. Take compound decoc-
tion of broom two ounces with each dose of
the drops.
9. Abdomen filling again. Omit the
powder. Take elaterium six grains; con-
serve sufficient to make twelve pills. To
take one pill every second hour until the
bowels are freely moved every other morn-
ing.
16. Though the pills have produced many
large, copious, watery evacuations, which at
first relieved him, he is no better; and the
abdomen continues filling, with increased
emaciation and irritative fever. Omit medi-
cines. To take tartrate potash of iron one
drachm three times a-day.
25. To be tapped again.
27. Seven quarts of fluid were removed
to-day, coagulable. Omit medicine. Take
creosote, eighteen drops ; gum arabic mix-
ture, half an ounce ; camphor mixture, five
and a half ounces. To take two tablespoon-
fuls three times a-day. Repeat the elaterium
pills, two doses. Two ounces of port-wine
daily.
Nov. 1. No better ; abdomen getting large.
Take blue pill, six grains ; powder of squill,
one scruple ; extract of conium, one scruple ;
digitalis powder, four grains ; oil of pimento,
twenty drops. Make twelve pills. To
take one with each dose of the mixture.
6. Still increasing in size ; the same pau-
city of urine, and of the same grumous cha-
racter ; much anxiety of countenance.
10. To take thirty drops of tincture of can-
tharides, with each dose of the mixture.
13. Paracentesis performed again; eight
quarts of a darker kind of fluid evacuated.
Continue the medicines.
15. To take double the quantity of the
mixture, and double the quantity of cantha-
rides.
, 
20. Better ; has had four ounces of wine
daily for the last three weeks ; let it be in-
creased to half a pint; still some fluctuation
in the abdomen, which is much too large.! 29. Take five tablespoonfuls of the mix
ture, and the kidneys are secreting much
better.
Dec. 1. Evidently decreasing in size;
little or no fluctuation is now to be perceived;
kidneys secreting well; urine quite clear,
and of a natural colour ; abdomen flaccid ;
urine to be tested.
8. Urine was tested, and no albumen
found.
11. Walks about, and continues improving.
To have meat dailv.
18. Complains of having been griped and
purged for some days. Take the pills only
every night, and three tablespoonfuls instead
of five of the mixture.
22. Convalescent.
28. Discharged, cured.
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Jan. 30. This man continues quite well.
Remarks.-The only interest attached to
the present case is the peculiarly obstinate
character of the symptoms ; the almost entire
want of secretion from the kidneys, and the
character of that secretion; the rapid filling
again after each tapping ; the highly albumi-
nous state of the fluid ; the apparent disease
of the kidneys : in fact, the altogether unto-
ward nature of the symptoms, till large doses
of creosote and tincture of cantharides were
given.
JAMES HEYGATE, M.D.
The College, Derby, Jan. 31, 1842.
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL.
POPLITEAL ANEURISM.&mdash;OPERATION.&mdash;CCRE.
WILLIAM JB100RHOUSE, aged 50, a robust,
healthy-looking man, a cabinet-maker by
trade, married, and of regular habits, was
admitted into the hospital August 6, 1841,
under Mr. Quain.
History.-About eighteen months ago he
first perceived a small hard swelling, free
from pain, in the upper part of the left pop-
liteal space; he did not perceive that it pul-
sated at first, but as it continued to increase
in size, the pulsation became evident, and it
was now attended with: severe cramps in the
calf of the leg and sole of the foot, together
with a swelling of the whole limb.
Present Symptonts.-There is considerable
fulness of the left popliteal space, particu-
larly at its upper part, and distinct pulsation
is felt over a space extending three inches
above and one below the knee. The pulsa-
tion is instantly stopped by compressing the
femoral artery in the upper part of the thigh,
and on suddenly removing the pressure a
strong impulse and a thrilling sensation are
communicated to the hand placed firmly
upon the swelling. The limb below the
knee is swollen, and pits on pressure, and
the superficial veins are seen to be consider-
ably enlarged ; he feels occasionally a severe ’’
pricking pain in the leg, and although per-
fectly able to bring his foot to the ground,
avoids doing so lest he should bring on
cramps. He has a slight attack of bronchitis
at the present time, and is somewhat fatigued
by his long journey from Yorkshire ; pulse
rather quick ; tongue furred. The limb
was elevated on a double-inclined plane,
and the operation deferred until the slight
febrile and bronchitic symptoms should sub-
side.
August 12. The health having been
brought into a favourable condition, the ope-
ration was performed at one, p.m., by Mr.
Quain. An incision through the integument
three inches long was made over the course
of the femoral artery commencing about two
inches below Poupart’s ligament; the fascia
lata was divided freely, and the sartorius
muscle was exposed and drawn slightly to
the outer side. The sheath of the femoral
vessels thus brought into view was opened
by a very short incision, and a ligature cau-
tiously passed beneath the artery from
within outwards and secured. The pulsa-
tion in the tumour now instantly ceased, but
the swelling was not perceptibly diminished
in size. In the operation no vein nor nerve
was exposed, and there was no more than a
slight oozing of blood. The artery was
found of large size. The edges of the wound
were brought together with two points of
suture, and the patient was carried to bed.
The limb was now covered with flannel and
laid in a slightly elevated position, protected
from pressure by a cradle. A little lint
wetted with cold water was applied to the
wound, which, about eight, p.m., was’closed
bv means of adhesive plaster.
13. Complains of starting and numbness
of the limb ; pulse 68 ; skin cool and moist.
14. Pricking pain in the leg more severe ;
the wound clean; pulse 62 ; sutures re-
moved.
Evening. Being somewhat restless, and
as he states himself to be a " bad sleeper,"
he is ordered a draught containing half a
grain of muriate of morphia. There was little
change till the
]7th, when the report was as follows:-
There is a feeling of soreness in the course of
the femoral vessels, and the pricking pains
of the limb are increased ; the tongue is
furred ; the skin hot and dry ; pulse 80 ; the
wound discharges a little pus ; the aneuris-
mal swelling is somewhat diminished; pul-
sation has not returned to it., 
The feverish symptoms were soon subdued
by moderate doses of calomel followed by a
saline aperient mixture, and the case pro-ceeded favourably. The wound was dressed
merely with lint dipped in water, and by the25th was entirely cicatrised, except immedi
ately around the ligature. The pains in the
knee and leg gradually diminished, and the
swelling continued to decrease.
Sept. 12. The ligature came away to-day.
30. He has for some time walked about a
little with the assistance of a stick, and left
the hospital this day well.
While the patient remained in the house
no pulsation was perceptible in any part of
the limb below the point at which the liga-
ture was applied.
Temperature of the AneU1’ismal Leg compared
with that of the Sound One.
The temperature of both limbs was accu-
L rately examined by means of a thermometer,
and to ensure exactness, the sound one was
covered with flannel in the same way as the
 other, and placed, as nearly as possible, in
the same circumstances. The place selected
for applying the bulb of the thermometer
xwas the cleft between the two largest toes.
